THE QUAKER HOARE FAMILY IN CORK
by
Richard J Hoare of Sheffield
My ancestor Major Edward Hoare, from Greens Norton in Northamptonshire, went to Ireland with Cromwell’s army in 1649, and in 1666-7 with his brother Abraham received a grant of land in county Cork. He was buried with Quakers in Cork in 1690. His eldest son Edward became a rich merchant, whose lawyer grandson went on receive a baronetcy (Hoare of Annabella) which still survives. His third son Joseph became a Quaker, and married four times. We are descended from Joseph’s third wife, Margaret Satterthwaite, a Quaker minister from Hawkshead in the Lake District, and her son Samuel Hoare who settled in London, and was the ancestor of the Norfolk Quaker banking family which intermarried with the Gurneys.

A Hoare genealogy was published in 1883, and I have corrected and extended this from Quaker archives and wills (in Dublin and Cork) to show the Quaker generations in Cork. They married or were associated with several other Quaker families in Cork: the Rogers, Beales, Pikes, Abells, Albeys, Viponds, and Westcombs. They were none of them prominent Quakers (except for Margaret Satterthwaite.) The family name disappeared among Cork Quakers in 1779. It continued with the Anglican branches including the Hoares of Annabella, and the Quaker line was transmitted to England in the person of Margaret’s son Samuel.


Major Edward Hoare was certainly not an early convert to Quakerism, like many Cromwellian soldiers. I was able to follow his tracks as an officer up to 1660 in C.H.Firth’s classic works on Cromwell’s Army. To obtain his large land grant, he must have been a profiteer at the expense of his men, who were paid half in land debentures, to be allocated after the Irish campaign. A soldier in 1660 wrote in a pamphlet “Did not most of those officers (by God’s mercy now cashiered the army) purchase your debentures (the price of blood) from two shillings to a noble in the pound to enrich themselves and perpetuate your slavery? And through their cruelty many of our fellow soldiers, who were wounded in battle and made unserviceable, with wives and children starved in the streets for want of bread, while they lorded over you tyrant like.” He does not sound a likely Quaker, and does not appear in Cork Quaker minutes or sufferings. He died at the house of his (non-Quaker) eldest son Edward just before the city was besieged by the English, but was buried in the Quaker burying ground and his wife died shortly after, probably in the epidemic which followed the Catholic surrender.


His son Edward was a substantial figure in Cork, a rich wine merchant, sheriff in 1684 and mayor in 1686, and was said to have owned the first coach and four in the city. The English “Glorious Revolution” in 1688 marked the start of civil war in Ireland, between the supporters of James II and those of William and Mary. Edward, whose property and estates had been confiscated by James II’s Parliament, fled with his wife and three children to London for safety, staying with relatives at Edmonton. It is not clear whether he had returned home by the time his father died.


His third son Joseph was a Quaker, though there was no obvious reference to him in the minutes of Cork Quaker men’s meeting. He was in partnership with his brother Edward, a merchant and banker. In 1709 on his brother’s death, he was left sole owner of Hoare’s Bank. He was admitted as a freeman of the city in 1714, “free, without taking the oath” (as a concession to Quaker scruples). 

Joseph’s first wife, Rachel, was the daughter of Francis Rogers, a Quaker merchant dealing in serges with Flanders and Holland. Rachel bore him seven children and died in child birth in 1700. Two of the children survived: Joseph and Jane. Joseph was a merchant like his father, and in 1740 he died of gout, also like his father. He didn’t seem to have been involved in the bank, which passed to a Joseph Pike and his son Richard. (Joseph Pike, a linen draper and wool merchant, probably went into partnership with Joseph Hoare senior before 1720, when his name appeared as a banker in Cork. He was a noted Quaker who had stirred up a campaign in the 1690’s to revitalise Irish Quakerism, and he married Elizabeth Rogers, Rachel Hoare’s sister. He actually died a year before Joseph Hoare, in 1728. His journal survives in Dublin.) 

Joseph’s second wife was Deborah Weilly from Clonmel: she also died after childbirth with her baby daughter in 1710.
Joseph may have met her by travelling as a merchant or on Quaker business in Ireland, but his third wife came from farther away. Margaret Satterthwaite was from Colthouse near Hawkshead in Furness, Lancashire. Her parents had been among the founders of Quakerism in that area, and her father was imprisoned more than once. Margaret became a travelling minister. In 1710 in Falmouth, she and her friend Lydia Lancaster from Hawkshead were described by Thomas Gwin as  “ ....  young women, but attended with the authority of elders.” Lydia travelled twice in Scotland and Ireland as well as America. Perhaps Margaret was with her in Ireland when she met Joseph Hoare, or perhaps she met him preaching in a west country port when he was in England on trade. Joseph and Margaret were married at Hawkshead in 1713, and had two sons, Edward who died aged 3, and Samuel, born in 1716. Margaret continued to travel in Ireland and England as a minister, and in the year of Samuel’s birth, she was travelling again, as it was recorded that Sir Thomas Veazie of Kilkenny  “ [exercised] Violence and Disturbance upon Elizabeth Jacobs once, and another time upon Margaret Hoare and Abigail Craven, and hindered the [Quaker] Meetings; which Friends bore for the sake of Peace, without any complaint to Government:  ..” Margaret died at 32 in 1718, and her death scene is recorded in the “Piety Promoted” series of 1812.


In 1720, Joseph Hoare married again, a widow, Mary Beale from Mountmellick. She brought with her a large family of her own, including three sons who married daughters of Joseph Pike, and one (Caleb) who married his step-sister Jane Hoare (see above). Jane and Caleb’s surviving son, also Caleb, married Margaret Pim, from a Dublin Quaker banking family. Joseph made his will in 1724, and seems to have remembered every possible relative, including small annuities to his mothers-in-law in Hawkshead and Clonmel. 


Joseph Hoare’s youngest surviving son was Samuel, born of Margaret Satterthwaite in 1716. Samuel probably went into trade as well, and was made a freeman of the city in 1639. He left Cork for London, and went into partnership was a Quaker merchant, Jonathan Gurnell, whose daughter Grizell (in prudent fashion) he married. He kept business links with Cork, and it would appear he lent money to his nephew Caleb Beale (his sister Jane’s son). When Caleb suffered in a decline of the wool trade in 1772, Gurnell and Hoare’s bank appointed another Quaker as attorney to seize his effects, though he was eventually able to set his affairs in order and satisfy his creditors. Samuel’s descendants settled in Norfolk and intermarried with the Gurneys there.


Joseph Hoare’s nephew Joseph, the son of his brother Enoch, was also a Quaker. His was a second Hoare marriage in 1720, to Sarah Abell. Like his uncle, he does not feature obviously in Quaker records, except that in 1778 he was to have been paid £6 for attendance re care of the poor. Perhaps he was an apothecary. He was caricatured in a 1751 satire on Cork Quaker Men’s Meeting at the time of an election as the Quaker Sexton, “Joseph Selfwill, a silly fellow, easily cajoled.” He and Sarah had five children who died under the age of eight, but Rachel may have survived, and Sarah and Jane married and had families. In 1753 Sarah married James Vipont and had three children who died. Jane in 1755, married Joseph Albey of Bandon and bore his son Thomas Knight Albey, who grew up and had children. When Joseph drowned after only two years, Jane lost no time (only two months apparently) in marrying George Westcomb, and had nine further children.
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